Louis  E.  Eliasberg,Sr 


The  King  of  Coins 


A  UNIQUE 
ACCOMPLISHMENT 


In  the  history  of  rare  coin  collecting  in 
America  there  are  many  notable  names,  events, 
and  items.  In  this  chronicle  one  name  looms 
especially  large:  Louis  Edw  ard  Eliasberg,  Sr.  On 
November  7,  1950,  he  accomplished  w  hat  no 
person  had  done  before,  and  what  no  person  has 
done  since:  with  the  addition  of  the  unique  1873- 
CC  Liberty  Seated  dime  without  arrows  at  the 
date,  he  finished  the  only  complete  collection 
ever  formed  containing  even,'  date  and  mintmark 
of  United  States  coin  from  the  first  1792  silver 
half  disme  (representing  the  earliest  circulating 
coinage  prepared  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Philadelphia  Mint)  down  to  modern  times. 

A  caring,  sharing  person,  Louis  E.  Eliasberg, 
Sr.  generously  made  his  collection  available  for 
public  display,  including  at  a  memorable  showing 
in  the  halls  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  where 
it  was  viewed  by  1 ,500,000  people,  and  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint,  where  it  was  likewise 
acclaimed.  A  brochure  prepared  in  connection 
with  a  traveling  exhibition  shown  at  banks  and 
financial  institutions  bore  the  title,  “World’s 
Foremost  Collection  of  United  States  Coins,” 
but,  modestly,  the  name  of  the  owner  was 
mentioned  only  in  passing  in  the  credits  and  in 
the  first  edition  was  not  listed  at  all. 

On  February  20,  1976,  Louis  E.  Eliasberg, 
Sr.,  passed  to  his  final  reward.  He  was  dearly 
missed  not  only  by  his  family,  but  by  the  entire 
numismatic  community. 

His  collection  passed  to  his  two  sons,  Louis 
E.  Eliasberg,  Jr.,  and  Richard  A.  Eliasberg. 

In  1982  Louis,  Jr.,  contacted  Q.  David 
Bowers  concerning  the  sale  of  his  portion  of  the 
Eliasberg  Collection.  Dave  wrote  the  book, 

United  States  Gold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History, 
and  the  catalogue  of  that  part  of  the  cabinet, 
titled  The  United  States  Gold  Coin  Collection. 
The  auction  contained  a  complete  set  of  dates 
and  mintmarks  of  gold  coins  from  dollars  to 
double  eagles  and  was  highlighted  by  the  unique 
1870  S  S3  and  the  only  1822  $5  in  private  hands 


(the  other  two  known  specimens  are  in  the 
Smithsonian  Institution). 

Recently,  Richard  Eliasberg  commissioned 
Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.,  to  sell  at 
public  auction  rare  coins  from  his  portion  of  the 
Louis  El.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection. 

THE  KING  OF  COINS 

Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  became  interested  in 
acquiring  coins  and  started  collecting  them  in  the 
1920s.  His  enthusiasm  grew  by  leaps  and  bounds 
during  the  1930s,  and  in  1942  through  Joseph 
and  Morton  Stack  he  purchased  the  John  H. 

Clapp  Collection  in  its  entirety.  Clapp  obtained 
many  of  his  coins  directly  from  the  mints  and  were 
sold  only  once  to  Louis  E.  Elliasberg,  Sr.  After  this 
acquisition,  he  then  set  out  to  acquire  a  specimen 
of  every  LES.  coin  of  every  denomination,  date, 
and  mintmark  (but  not  even'  die  variety)  which 
was  then  listed  in  the  1939  edition  of  C.  E. 
Green’s  check  list  of  United  States  coins.  In  1949, 
he  was  successful  in  acquiring  the  last  gold  coin 
which  was  needed  to  complete  the  series,  and  in 
1950  he  acquired  the  last  silver  coin,  giving  him  a 
complete  collection  based  on  the  then  known 
dates  and  mintmarks.  As  several  coins  were  unique 
and  as  each  of  these  coins  had  sold  only  a  few 
times  over  the  prior  century',  this  was  truly  a 
remarkable  accomplishment  and  is  one  that  will 
probably  never  be  achieved  by  anyone  else. 

Life  magazine  published  a  color-illustrated 
feature  article  on  the  Eliasberg  Collection  in  April 
1953.  Thousands  of  letters  were  sent  to  Life 
magazine  regarding  this  article,  and  Louis  E. 
Eliasberg.  Sr.  received  about  7,000  letters  directly. 
Unbelievably,  he  answered  every  letter  personally. 
Life  magazine  indicated  they  received  more  letters 
on  that  particular  article  than  on  any  other  except 
the  article  which  was  written  in  1937  regarding 
President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt’s  efforts  to  pack 
the  Supreme  Court!  Louis  EE  Eliasberg’s 
accomplishment  became  so  well  known  that  the 
U.S.  Post  Office  delivered  a  letter  to  him  that  was 
simply  addressed  “King  of  Coins,  U.S.A.” 


Class  I 
Dollar 


Special  Publications 


Trade  Dollar 


In  connection  with  the  May  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg, 

Sr.,  Collection,  we  are  preparing  the  following  publications. 

Advance  orders  are  now  being  accepted: 

•  SALE  CATALOGUE:  Deluxe,  superbly-illustrated 
catalogue  in  the  Bowers  and  Merena  “Grand  Format”™ 
style  describing  the  coins  to  be  offered  and  illustrating  many 
of  them.  Accompanying  historical  information,  rarity  data, 
pedigree  information,  detailed  descriptions  of  some  of  the 
greatest  American  rarities  in  existence,  and  numismatic 
notes  will  make  this  a  catalogue  that  will  live  forever  in  the 
annals  of  American  numismatics.  After  the  sale,  subscribers 
will  receive  a  prices  realized  list.  This  catalogue  is  anticipated 
to  be  hundreds  of  pages  in  length  and  will  be  a  work  of 
graphic  as  well  as  numismatic  art  and  research.  Copies  are 
available  as  follows: 

Softbound  “working  copy”  for  use  before  and  at  the  sale.  If 
you  have  a  subscription  to  Bowers  and  Merena  catalogues 
for  1996,  you  will  receive  a  copy  automatically.  Otherwise, 
single  copies  may  be  reserved.  Includes  prices  realized  after 
the  sale.  Each:  $40. 

Limited-edition,  numbered,  deluxe  hardbound  copy  and 
price  list  to  be  sent  after  the  sale.  Personally  autographed  by 
Q.  David  Bowers,  Raymond  N.  Merena,  Dr.  Richard  A. 
Bagg,  Mark  Borckardt,  Andrew  VV.  Pollock  III,  Douglas 
Plasencia,  and  other  Bowers  and  Merena  team  members. 
Each:  $100 

•  BIOGRAPHY:  A  special  book,  I  mu  is  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.:  Kina 
of  Coins,  has  been  written  by  Q.  David  Bowers  and  will  bear 
a  personally  autographed  bookplate  by  the  author  and  a 
foreword  by  Kenneth  E.  Bressett  (president  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  and  editor  of  A  Cuide  Book  ofU.S. 
Coins).  The  176-page  illustrated  volume  features  the 

B  biography  of  Mr.  Eliasberg,  his  collecting  experiences,  and 

showcases  rarities  from  all  series  in  the  Eliasberg  Collection 
including  copper,  nickel,  silver,  and  gold.  Each:  $50. 


[_)  Your  best  value,  Option  1: 

Subscription  to  all  Bowers  and  Merena  auction  catalogues 
and  periodicals  for  1996  including  our  May  sale  of  the 
Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection — over  $200  in  individual 
cover  prices — just  $95  to  LES.  addresses,  $150  to  Canadian 
addresses  and  $200  elsewhere.  (Which  qualifies  you  to 
order  Option  2.) 

[_]  Option  2: 

For  present  and  recent  subscribers  (if  you  include  Option  1 
with  your  order):  You  will  receive  the  Deluxe  Hardbound 
edition  of  the  Eliasberg  auction  catalogue  (cover  price  $100  ), 
and  the  biography,  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.:  King  of  Coins 
(cover  price  $50).  A  value  of  $150  for  just  $99  (plus  $10 
shipping  and  handling  to  U.S.  addresses,  S25  elsewhere). 


Q  Option  3: 

For  non-subscribers:  Order  a  complete  package  which 
includes  a  softbound  working  copy  of  the  auction 
catalogue,  the  Deluxe  Hardbound  Edition,  and  the 
biography  of  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  $r.— a  value  of  $190  for 
just  $125  (plus  $15  shipping  and  handling  to  U.$. 
addresses,  $60  elsewhere — includes  softbound  catalogue  to 
foreign  addresses  by  air). 

□  Option  4: 

$ingle  softbound  auction  catalogue:  $40  plus  $5  shipping 
to  U.S.  addresses  ($35  shipping  by  air  elsewhere). 

Special  notes:  All  orders  are  limited  to  the  number  of  copies  available 
and  our  confirmation  of  your  order.  Orders  for  multiple  copies  will  be 
pro-rated  if  the  demand  dictates. 

Shipment  of  Louis  F„  Eliasberg,  Sr.:  King  of  Coins  is  anticipated  in 
March  April,  the  softbound  auction  catalogue  in  April,  and  the  Deluxe 
I  lardbound  Edition  of  the  auction  catalogue  about  00  days  after  the  sale 

An  announcement  concerning  the  sale  of  the  other  series  in  the  Louis 
E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection  including  20  cent  pieces,  quarters,  half 
dollars,  silver  dollars,  and  trade  dollars — replete  with  gem  specimens  of 
famous  rarities — will  be  made  in  the  near  future. 

TOLL-FREE  ORDERING:  C  all  toll-free,  credit  card  in 
hand,  I  -800-222-5993  and  ask  for  “Eliasberg  Catalogue.”  Or, 
mail  or  fax  vour  order. 


1894-S  Barber  Dime 


1913  Liberty  Head  Nickel 


1786  NON  VI  VIRTUTE  VIC  I 
Copper 


1  94  Half  Dime 


1792 


1  96  Half  Cent,  No  Pole  to  Cap 


1873-CC  Liberty  Seated  Dime 
No  Arrows  at  Date 


1799  Cent 


1860  Clark,  Gruber  &Co.  $20 


1787  Indian/Excelsior  Copper 


Sale  Highlights 


(1652)  Massachusetts  “NE”  Shillin 


On  May  20 -22,  1996,  in  three  evening 
sessions  comprising  nearly  1,500  lots,  we  will 
offer  for  sale  coins  in  the  series  listed  below. 
Some  of  these  coins  have  been  unavailable  for 
over  1 00  years  and  have  been  owned  by  just  two 
families.  They  have  remained  untouched  in  their 
original  frames  for  over  40  years.  Many  of  the 
coins  are  reference  coins  referred  to  in  scholarly 
reference  books,  such  as  Daniel  Valentine’s  book 
on  half  dimes  and  Breen’s  encyclopedia. 

The  sale  will  be  in  the  St.  Moritz  Hotel, 
Central  Park  South,  New  York  City.  Lot 
v  iewing  will  be  conducted  in  advance  of  the 
auction. 

•  Colonial  American  coins  front  the  1652 
silver  coinage  of  New  England  onward, 
with  many  landmark  rarities,  gems,  finest- 
known  examples,  and  other  classics. 


Half  cents  1795-1857  including  gems  front 
1793  omvard,  a  superb  prooflike  gem  1796 
No-Pole,  all  of  the  rare  Proof  issues  (often 
in  multiple  varieties)  and  more. 

Large  cents  1793-1857  including  Mint 
State  1793  issues  among  which  will  be 
found  a  gem  1793  Chain  cent  and  the  finest 
know'll  1793  Liberty  Cap,  likewise  a  superb 
gem;  the  famous  “Abbey”  cent  of  1799, 
Mint  State  rarities,  Proofs,  and  more.  All 
will  be  new'  to  the  present  generation  of 
numismatists;  most  have  never  been  seen  or 
studied  in  detail  by  researchers  of  our  era. 

Flying  Eagle,  Indian,  and  Lincoln  cents. 
Nearly  all  are  Gem  Mint  State  or  Proof. 
Complete  from  1856  onward. 


1802  Half  Dime 


1 793  Half  Cent 


1856  Flying  Eagle  Cent 


1879  Gold  Metric  $20  Pattern 


•  Two-cent  and  three-cent  pieces  pieces 
1864-1873.  Nearly  all  are  Gem  Mint  State 
and  Proof  including  rarities. 

•  Nickel  five-cent  pieces  1866  onward 
including  the  finest  known  of  perhaps  the 
most  famous  of  all  American  rarities,  a  gem 
Proof  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel  (to  which  a 
special  section  of  the  catalogue  will  be 
devoted). 

•  Half  dimes  1794-1873.  Gem  early  issues 
including  1794,  1795,  1796/5,  1796, 

1797,  etc.,  one  of  the  finest  known  1802 
half  dimes,  early  Proofs,  etc.  A  memorable 
offering. 

•  Dimes  1796  onward.  Gem  early  dates, 
early  Proofs,  gem  Liberty  Seated  dimes, 


the  only  known  1873-CC  Without  Arrows 
(a  virtually  perfect  gem),  a  superb  Proof 
1894-S,  Barber  dimes  ordered  directly 
from  the  mints  at  the  time  of  issue. 
Mercury  dimes,  and  more.  Unforgettable. 

•  Pattern  coins  including  superb  gem  silver 
Proof  1879  “Schoolgirl”  and  1882  “Shield 
Earring”  dollars,  1879  Metric  $20  in  gold, 
and  many  more  landmarks,  all  of  which 
have  been  off  the  market  for  generations. 

•  Territorial  gold  coins  including  what  may 
be  the  finest  known  Proof  1855  Kellogg 
$50,  rare  issues  from  Templeton  Reid  and 
Bechtler  onward,  including  San  Francisco 
minters,  Oregon  and  Mormon  gold, 
Colorado  gold,  and  more.  A  spectacular 
offering. 


Trade  Dollar 

Special  Publications 

In  connection  with  the  May  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg, 

Sr.,  Collection,  we  are  preparing  the  following  publications. 

Advance  orders  are  now  being  accepted: 

•  SALE  CATALOGUE:  Deluxe,  superbly-illustrated 
catalogue  in  the  Bowers  and  Merena  “Grand  Format”™ 
style  describing  the  coins  to  be  offered  and  illustrating  many 
of  them.  Accompanying  historical  information,  rarity  data, 
pedigree  information,  detailed  descriptions  of  some  of  the 
greatest  American  rarities  in  existence,  and  numismatic 
notes  will  make  this  a  catalogue  that  will  live  forever  in  the 
annals  of  American  numismatics.  After  the  sale,  subscribers 
will  receive  a  prices  realized  list.  This  catalogue  is  anticipated 
to  be  hundreds  of  pages  in  length  and  will  be  a  work  of 
graphic  as  well  as  numismatic  art  and  research.  Copies  are 
available  as  follows: 

Softbound  “working  copy”  for  use  before  and  at  the  sale.  If 
you  have  a  subscription  to  Bowers  and  Merena  catalogues 
for  1996,  you  will  receive  a  copy  automatically.  Otherwise, 
single  copies  may  be  reserved.  Includes  prices  realized  after 
the  sale.  Each:  $40. 

Limited-edition,  numbered,  deluxe  hardbound  copy  and 
price  list  to  be  sent  after  the  sale.  Personally  autographed  by 
Q.  David  Bowers,  Raymond  N.  Merena,  Dr.  Richard  A. 

Bagg,  Mark  Borckardt,  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III,  Douglas 
Plasencia,  and  other  Bowers  and  Merena  team  members. 

Each:  $100 

•  BIOGRAPHY:  A  special  book,  Louis E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.:  King 
of  Coins,  has  been  written  by  Q.  David  Bowers  and  will  bear 
a  personally  autographed  bookplate  by  the  author  and  a 
foreword  by  Kenneth  E.  Bressett  (president  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  and  editor  of  A  Guide  Book  ofU.S. 

Coins).  The  176-page  illustrated  volume  features  the 
biography  of  Mr.  Eliasberg,  his  collecting  experiences,  and 
showcases  rarities  from  all  series  in  the  Eliasberg  Collection 
including  copper,  nickel,  silver,  and  gold.  Each:  $50. 


Q  Your  best  value,  Option  1: 

Subscription  to  all  Bowers  and  Merena  auction  catalogues 
and  periodicals  for  1996  including  our  May  sale  of  the 
Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection — over  $200  in  individual 
cover  prices — just  $95  to  LLS.  addresses,  $150  to  Canadian 
addresses  and  $200  elsewhere.  (Which  qualifies  you  to 
order  Option  2.) 

Q  Option  2: 

For  present  and  recent  subscribers  (if  you  include  Option  1 
with  your  order):  You  will  receive  the  Deluxe  Hardbound 
edition  of  the  Eliasberg  auction  catalogue  (cover  price  $100), 
and  the  biography,  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.:  King  of  Coins 
(cover  price  $50).  A  value  of  $150  for  just  $99  (plus  $10 
shipping  and  handling  to  U.S.  addresses,  $25  elsewhere). 

Q  Option  3: 

For  non-subscribers:  Order  a  complete  package  which 
includes  a  softbound  working  copy  of  the  auction 
catalogue,  the  Deluxe  Hardbound  Edition,  and  the 
biography  of  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. — a  value  of  $190  for 
just  $125  (plus  $15  shipping  and  handling  to  U.S. 
addresses,  $60  elsewhere— includes  softbound  catalogue  to 
foreign  addresses  by  air). 

Q  Option  4: 

Single  softbound  auction  catalogue:  $40  plus  $5  shipping 
to  U.S.  addresses  ($35  shipping  by  air  elsewhere). 

Special  notes:  All  orders  are  limited  to  the  number  of  copies  available 
and  our  confirmation  of  your  order.  Orders  for  multiple  copies  will  be 
pro-rated  if  the  demand  dictates. 

Shipment  of  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.:  King  of  Coins  is  anticipated  in 
March-April,  the  softbound  auction  catalogue  in  April,  and  the  Deluxe 
Hardbound  Edition  of  the  auction  catalogue  about  60  days  after  the  sale. 

An  announcement  concerning  the  sale  of  the  other  series  in  the  Louis 
E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection  including  20-cent  pieces,  quarters,  halt 
dollars,  silv  er  dollars,  and  trade  dollars — replete  w  ith  gem  specimens  of 
famous  rarities — will  be  made  in  the  near  future. 

TOLL-FREE  ORDERING:  Call  toll-free,  credit  card  in 
hand,  1  800-222-5993  and  ask  for  “Eliasberg  Catalogue.”  Or, 
mail  or  fax  vour  order. 


